
S U B J E C T  I N D E X  

Quick referral flowchart (revised) 

 

 

Professional checks whether a common assessment has recently been 
completed and whether there is a lead professional appointed 

If a common assessment has been 
completed the professional adds to 

it and contacts the lead 
professional, if there is one 

If concern is of a 
child suffering or 

likely to suffer 
significant harm, go 
straight to referral. 

Professional concerns 
addressed. 

No further action, though there 
may be a need to follow up to 
ensure services are provided. 

Child suffering or likely to suffer significant 
harm or is “in need” (Children Act s17(10)). 

Professional makes a 
referral to LA children’s 

social care, following up in 
writing within 48 hours 

LA social worker and manager 
acknowledge receipt of referral 

and decide next course of 
action within one working day 

If a common assessment 
has not been completed the 
professional completes one

Plans made to address identified 
need (Lead Professional and 
Team Around Child nominated), 
review date set.

If concern is of a 
child suffering or 

likely to suffer 
significant harm, go 
straight to referral. 

Seek 
Parent/Carer
/ Child’s 
‘informed  
consent’ to 
proceed with 
common 
assessment 

If concern is of a 
child suffering or 

likely to suffer 
significant harm, go 
straight to referral. 

Professional discusses with manager and 
agency’s nominated safeguarding children 

Local Authority conducts Initial 
assessment or S47 Enquiries. 

Professional has concerns about a 
child’s welfare
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